STATE OF ILLINO S
90TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

13t h Legi sl ative Day February 6, 1997
Speaker Madi gan: "The House shall cone to order. The House shal
cone to order. The Menbers shall be in their chairs. The

Chapl ain for today is Father Tom Dennis of the Cathedral of
the I mmacul ate Conception in Springfield. Father Dennis is
the guest of Representative Raynond Poe. The guests in the
Gallery may wish to rise and join us in the invocation."
Father Dennis: "God of all peoples and every Nation, You have
gat hered us here and bl essed us with an abundance of gifts.
In gratitude, we approach you and ask, once again, for Your
bl essi ng upon this gathering. These nmen and wonen are
entrusted wth authority in this state. And their desire
is to serve to the best of their ability, the people of
[111inois. W ask You, to be present as these el ected

officials begin the work of another day. May Your spirit

guide their deliberations and debates. Through their
efforts may we all enjoy greater freedom security and
peace. In humlity and in faith we ask this for the good
of all. Amen."

Speaker Madigan: "W shall be led in the Pl edge of Allegiance by
Representative Milligan."

Mulligan - et al: "I Pledge Allegiance to the flag of the United
States of Anerica, and to the Republic for which it stands,
one nation under God, indivisible, with |iberty and justice
for all."

Speaker Madigan: "Roll Call for attendance. The Chair recognizes
M. Hannig."

Hannig: "Yes, thank you, M. Speaker. Let the record show that
all the Denocrats are here today. There are no excused
absences on our side."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Cross.”

Cross: "W're all here on this side of the aisle too, M.

Speaker. Thank you."
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Speaker Madi gan: "Thank you, M. Cross. M. derk, take the
record. Thei r being 118 Menbers responding to the
Attendance Roll Call, there is a quorum present. M.

Cerk

Speaker

Clerk, M. Cerk."

Rossi: "Conmttee Reports. Representative Gash, Chairnman
fromthe Commttee on Judiciary Il, to which the follow ng
Bills were referred, action taken on February 6, 1997,
reported the same back with the foll ow ng recommendati on/s:
"do pass Short Debate' House Bill 140; 'do pass as anended
Short Debate' House Bill 106. Representative Schakowsky,
Chairman fromthe Conmttee on Labor and Comrerce, to which
the followng Bill was referred, action taken on February
5, 1997, reported the sanme back wth the followng
recomendation/s: 'do pass Short Debate', or 'do pass
Standard Debate.' House Bill 233. Representative Stroger
Chairman fromthe Conmttee on Local Governnent, to which
the followng Bill was referred, action taken on February
5, 1997, reported the sanme back wth the foll ow ng
recomendation/s: 'do pass Short Debate' House Bill 78.
Representative Saviano, Chairman from the Conmttee on
Regi stration and Regulation, to which the follow ng Bil
was referred, action taken on February 5, 1997, reported
the same back with the foll ow ng recommendation/s: 'do pass
as anmended Consent Cal endar' House Bill 138. Representative
Gles, Chairman from the Commttee on State Governnent
Adm ni stration and Election Reform to which the follow ng
Bill was referred, action taken on February 5, 1997,
reported the sanme back with the foll ow ng recommendati on/s:

"do pass as anended Short Debate' House Bill 72."

Madi gan: "Could we have the attention of the Menbers
pl ease? If we could have the attention of the Menbers.
Representative Brunsvold would like to neet imrediately
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Cerk

with all of the freshman Menbers relative to enrolling
people in the Sportsman Club. And you're invited also M.
Churchill. So, M. Brunsvold is in the rear of the
chanber, on the Republican side, if he has perm ssion to be
on the Republican side. And he would Ilike all freshman
Menbers to join him in the rear of the Chanber on the
Republ i can side where he will encourage them to join the
Sportsman C ub. If you could do that imedi ately. Thank
you. The Chair recognizes the Cerk for the purpose of the
Adj our nmrent Resol ution."

Rossi: "Senate Joi nt Resol uti on #12 of fered by
Representative 'Currie'. Resolved by the state, by the
Senate of the 90th General Assenbly of the State of
I11inois. The House of Representatives concurring herein
t hat when the two Houses adjourn on Thursday, February 6,
1997. The Senate stands adjourned until Friday, February
7, 1997, in Perfunctory Session, when it adjourns on that
day it stands adjourned until Wdnesday, February 19, 1997,
in Perfunctory Session, and when it adjourns on that day it
stands adjourned wuntil Wdnesday, February 26, 1997 at
12: 00 noon. And the House of Representatives stands
adj ourned until Monday, February 10, 1997 at 12:00 noon in
Perfunctory Session, and when it adjourns on that day it
stands adjourned wuntil Tuesday, February 11, 1997 in
Perfunctory Session, and when it adjourns on that day it
stands adjourned wuntil Thursday, February 13, 1997 in
Perfunctory Session, and when it adjourns on that day it
stands adjourned until Tuesday, February 18, 1997 at 12: 30
p.m, and when it adjourns on that day it stands adjourned
until Wednesday, February 19, 1997, and when it adjourns on
that day it stands adjourned until Thursday, February 20,

1997, and when it adjourns on that day it stands adjourned
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until Monday, February 24, 1997 in Perfunctory Session, and
when it adjourns on that day it stands adjourned until
Wednesday, February 26, 1997."

Speaker Madigan: "You've all heard the Adjournnent Resolution.
Representative 'Currie' noves for the adoption of the
Adj our nment Resolution. Those in favor say 'aye', those
opposed say 'no'. The 'ayes' have it. The Adjournnment
Resolution is adopted. Representative Brunsvold would you
cone to the podi um pl ease.”

Speaker Brunsvold: "Representative Brunsvold in the Chair. The
Chair intends to adjourn on the Death Resolution of a
former Menber, Senator Babe Wodyard. WIIl the Cderk put
the Senate Joint Resolution on the board please? M .
Clerk, please read the Resolution.”

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Joi nt Resol ution #10 of fered by

Representative Bl ack

SENATE JO NT RESOLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The nenbers of the 1llinois General Assenbly were
saddened to learn of the passing of State Senator Harry "Babe"

Wodyard on January 31, 1997; and

WHEREAS, Senator Wodyard was sworn into the Illinois Senate

in February, 1986; and

WHEREAS, Senator Wodyard had served for four terns in the
II'linois House of Representatives prior to his appointnent to the

I[Ilinois Senate; and

WHEREAS, For eighteen years, Senator Wodyard was a hunbl e and
willing public servant for the people of East Central I[Ilinois;

and
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WHEREAS, A legislative visionary wth a keen sense of
fairness, Senator Wodyard recognized the need for reducing the
reliance on property taxes to fund education and proposed cutting
property taxes in exchange for a slight increase in incone taxes

| ong before the idea becane a staple of education funding reform

di scussi ons; and

VWHEREAS, Senator Wodyard was a | eading voice for agriculture
in lllinois and aggressively pronoted the export of Illinois farm

products; and

WHEREAS, One of only three production farnmers in the Illinois
Senate, Senator Wodyard encouraged the wuse of ethanol and
spearheaded the novenent to make the Illinois State Fair
sel f-supporting, touting the Fair's rich heritage and its appeal

as one of the best state fairs in the country; and

WHEREAS, Senator Wodyard's pride in |Illinois agriculture
heritage and diversity was reflected in his chairmanship of the
Senate Agriculture and Conservation Committee and in hi s
successful efforts to bring quarter horse racing to the Illinois

State Fair; and

VWHEREAS, A wi se steward of the |land, Senator Wodyard was a
strong voice in reaching a bal ance between protecting the State's
natural resources and providing recreational opportunities for
boaters, hunters, and other sports enthusiasts throughout the

State; and

WHEREAS, The Senator was instrunental in developing the
State's Conservation 2000 Program a |long-term devel opnent plan to
stri ke the necessary bal ance between preservation and recreation;

and

WHEREAS, Harry " Babe" Wodyard was co-founder of the
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Legi sl ative Sportsnen's Caucus and had served as its co-chairnman;

and

WHEREAS, A soft-spoken man known for his abundant generosity,
Senat or Whodyard devel oped an exchange program between downstate
| egislators and Chicago |legislators and their constituents titled
“I'l i noi s Neighbors", giving | awmmakers the opportunity to better

understand the needs of different regions of the State; and

VWHEREAS, Babe Wodyard's dedication to inproving people's

Iives knew no geographi c boundaries; and

WHEREAS, He devel oped a rapport with |local public officials in
China, looking for a neans to inprove their quality of life, and
took several trade mssions to the country to help devel op strong
busi ness and governnental relationships between Anericans and

| ocal Chi nese; and

VWHEREAS, Coser to hone, Senator Wodyard was active in
pursui ng af fordabl e, accessible health care for the people of

rural Downstate Illinois; and

WHEREAS, A loving, dedicated father of two and grandfather of
four, Senator Wodyard strongly believed in providing quality
education for school children throughout Illinois so each of them

woul d be prepared for whatever the future held; and

WHEREAS, Senator Wodyard instinctively under st ood t he
i nportance of a strong econony to the day-to-day |lives of people;
he pursued initiatives designed to spur job growth both in his own

district and throughout the State; and

WHEREAS, A U.S. Arny veteran, Senator Wodyard played a key
role in establishing the 1Illinois Korean War Menorial to honor

veterans of what many people call the "forgotten war"; and
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VWHEREAS, Senator Wodyard had a keen interest in expanding
viable nmeans of transportation throughout the Mdwest and to that

end was an active nmenber of the Interstate Rail Passenger Advisory

Counci |l ; and

VWHEREAS, Harry "Babe" Wodyard offered his expertise and
i nsight throughout the years by nenbership on the Senate Revenue
Commttee, the Senate Appropriations Commttee, t he Senat e
Executive Appointnents Cornmittee, and the Senate Local Governnent

Commttee; and

VWHEREAS, Senator Wodyard was an active nenber of hi s
community and recei ved many accol ades fromvarious | ocal and State
organi zations throughout the years for his dedication and service

on behalf of the people of Illinois; and

VWHEREAS, Senator Wodyard was born Decenber 3, 1930, in
Danville, Illinois, graduated from Ridge Farm H gh School, and

attended Illinois Wesleyan University; and

WHEREAS, Many | egislators have fond nenories of Babe, ham and

bean equi pnent in tow, pulling into town for a fund raiser; and

WHEREAS, Never one to judge a person by their status in life
or their political party, Senator Wodyard counted anong his
friends and allies people of all political persuasions and wal ks

of life; and

WHEREAS, Whether it be a bouquet of flowers to a staffer for a
job well done, the produce of his garden, or bread lovingly baked

by his own hands, Babe's generosity was | egendary; and

WHEREAS, His quick wt, ever-present smle, and m|d manner
endeared Senator Wodyard to the people he represented and the
| egislators, staffers, |obbyists, and State and |ocal officials

wi th whom he wor ked; and
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WHEREAS, Babe Wodyard never forgot where he canme fromor the
people who instilled their faith and confidence in him therefore,

be it

RESCLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE NI NETI ETH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
THE STATE OF ILLINO S, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES CONCURRI NG
HEREIN, that we do hereby offer our condolences and sincere
expressions of synpathy to the famly of Harry "Babe" Wodyard on

his passing; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we celebrate the |life of Babe and count anong
our bl essings the opportunity to have known and worked wth him

and be it further

RESOLVED, That we hold our nenories of Babe Wodyard close to
our hearts and mnds as we reflect wupon his life; and be it

further

RESCLVED, That we lift up Harry "Babe" Wodyard as the epitone

of a dedicated public servant; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be presented
to Babe's wife, Mary D; their children, Leslie and Kirk; and
grandchil dren, Corrine, Kendell, Rachel, and Nichol as.

Speaker Brunsvold: "And on the Resolution, the Gentleman from
Verm |l ion, Representative Black."

Bl ack: "Thank you very nuch, M. Speaker and Ladi es and Gentl enen
of the House. Many of you who know ne, know that | tend to
wear ny enotions on ny sleeve. | want very nuch to get
through this. | couldn't speak at Babe's funeral. But, if
you heard the Resolution, and you listened as carefully as
| did, it celebrates alife well-lived and if you were as
fortunate as | was to be the friend to this man, you'd know
how much that we've |learned fromhimand yet how much we

could have still learned fromhimhad he been able to stay
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with us. | won't go into his Legislative acconplishnments.
They are nmany and varied. You heard sonme of them but he
was very proud of the fact that he tried to bring northern
Legi sl ators downstate and downstate Legi sl ators and peopl e
upstate so, that we could see the diversity of this state
that is part of our rich heritage and yet also is often
sone of the things that divide us. He loved to have
commttee neetings downstate where we could pick up, |
remenber one neeting we picked up Representative Young and
Representative Jesse Wite at the Vermlion County airport
and drove themdown to Paris, Illinois where we had a
hearing. |It's about a 40 mle drive and once we got out of
Danville and headed south on Route 1, Representative Wite
| ooked out the wi ndow of the autonobile and he turned to
Babe and | and he said, 'Were the hell does everybody
live? There wasn't an apartnent house and Babe expl ai ned
to Representative Wite that it wasn't unusual for himto
drive 150 mles or nore fromone end of his Senate district
to the other and Jesse | renenber saying, 'Gee, | can walk
mne in a few hours.’ He used to...the picture on the
programthat the Senate had for his nenorial, and Mke and
| were over there for that, shows himsmling and he al ways
had a smle. And he used to get so upset when regiona
di fferences would divide us to the point where we couldn't
di scuss them rationally. And | know M ke and I, on nore
t han one occasion, would be in a neeting and sonebody woul d
say, 'You know the problemw th downstate schools, in al
due respect, Senator Wodyard, is that farners don't pay

any property tax.' And Babe, who had copied his tax bill

woul d very calmy pull it out and say, 'Well, if you'd like
to trade property tax bills, I"'mcertainly willing to have
you pay this." They would look at it and say, 'I had no
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idea." And he'd say, 'You know, when these taxes get up to
about $30.00 an acre, and you farma 1 thousand or nore
acres, and then you add to that the price of feed and the
price of seed and the price of fertilizer and the
anortization of your tractor and equi pnent, you wonder why
farmers are a |little nervous today.' Mre than 14 years

ago, he proposed either a local option income tax or a

state incone tax to nove away fromthe property tax because

he knew what was happening in rural Illinois and our |ack
of taxable property and our |loss of popul ation. Per haps
his legacy will be that in 1997, we'll actually get around

to passing sonething simlar to what Babe urged us to do so
many years ago. But rather than talk about his Legislative
acconplishnents, if you'll bear with ne, let me just tel

you what it was Ilike to knowthis Gentleman. There are
several people in the General Assenbly for years, and vyou
know you've been here too |ong when you renmenber too many
of these occasions. How nuch we m ss the |aughter of Myron
A son, for exanple, and how much I m ss Roger MAuliffe and
his ability to put everything in the proper perspective.
In fact, 1'd turn to Roger and often say, 'Roger, what are
we going to do today? And he'd say, 'Don't worry about
it.' And Berni e Pedersen and Bob LeFl ore and Di ck Mautino
and you renenber all of the people you ve served with, and
you begin to wonder maybe you've been here too | ong, but
you know, Babe Wodyard was such a remarkabl e, high-energy
man. | thought he was indestructible and perhaps he
t hought he was indestructible because | |ook back now and
maybe he didn't take as good a care of hinself as he should
have. Wien he ran in 1994, he didn't really want to. He
wanted to retire. He had grandchildren. He'd like to get

back on that tractor. And yet people prevailed upon himto

10
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run, yet again, and that canpaign was particularly bitter,
shall we say? And | think he made up his mnd right after
that canpaign, because that was not his style, that he
woul d not run again. And he announced his inpending
retirement just a nonth or two ago. He was the nost civil
man |'v ever nmet. Many peopl e underestimated him because

he had a golly, gee whiz attitude. And if you'd see him

out of the Chanbers, he probably was in overalls or

whatever, and he was always 'Babe’'. |f sonebody cane in
and said, 'Senator Wodyard, how are you? 'My nanme is
Babe, just call nme Babe.' And vyet, let ne tell you

sonething, if you underestimated this man, he wusually got
the Dbest of you because he was extrenely intelligent.
Busi nessman, a farner, very proud of the fact that he was a
farmer, very concerned about where we're headed wth the
di vi si veness between our urban and environnental agenda and
our agricultural agenda. But he was al ways one who could
bring us together. An early riser, we wused to have a
breakfast club over in the Stratton Building every norning
and it was kind of a contest to see, who <could get here
first, Babe or Mron dson or Chuck Hartke or Larry
Wool ard, any nunber of people, who were in that breakfast
cl ub. And it was such a remarkable way to start the day
because of Babe and particularly Mron Jdson enjoyed a
great laugh and they would get all of us in such a good
nood that we could face the day wth renewed vigor and
optimsm But Babe had a great sense of hunor. He liked to
| augh. | renmenber when the ganbling issue was before us
several years ago, and | wanted to go over and talk to him

and there was a little slot machine on his desk, a little,
red, plastic slot machine. | said, '"Wat is this, Babe?

And he said, '"Oh, | don't know sonebody dropped it off, and

11
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| can't even renenber whether it was sonebody for
riverboats or against riverboats.' But he said, 'The only
thing they said was this shows you what a fool's gane
ganbling can be, so it nust have been an opponent.' |
said, '"Well, how does it work? And he said, 'Wll, vyou
just pick it up and pull the handle and the little things
revolve and | guess that's what a sl ot machi ne does.' And
so | picked it up and pulled the handl e and got squirted
right in ny glasses with a streamof water, which nmade his
day. Another tinme | walked into his office and there was a
beauti ful | arge-nouthed bass, nounted on a plaque. | said,
' Babe, when did you get that?" He said, 'GCh, | caught that
a couple weeks ago down in Marshall. N ce, isn't it? |
said, '"That's really beautiful. Let nme take a |ook at
that.' Well, as | get closer toit, |I can see, boy, the
taxidermst was really terrible. It didn't | ook very good.
Kind of | ooked plastic to nme. And about the tinme |I got up
to take a quick look at it, Babe clapped his hands or
coughed, | can't renenber, and it was sound activated and
battery powered and the fish's tail would nove and the
mout h woul d go up and down. So, he got ne again. And in
fact, as | recall, I think we presented that to M ke and
Mona Bass as a wedding present. And an appropriate gift it
was. We were over here for a neeting one day and had to
get back honme to Chrisman and he was driving, and Babe
usually liked to drive. He didn't trust anybody else's
driving, primarily because he was confident you coul dn't

drive as fast as he could. And we were going through a

l[ittle town. | won't nention the town because | don't want
the police officer there who I'"msure is still on the force
to renenber this. But he | ooked in the rear view mrror
and he says, 'Unh-oh, | think we're going to get a ticket.'

12
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The officer was very polite. Canme up. Babe rolled the
w ndow down, a very polite young nman. He said, 'Sir,
you're doing 36 mles an hour in a 30 mle an hour zone.'
Babe said, 'Cee, | didn't know, I'msorry, I didn't know
it was 36 mles an hour.’ He said, 'Could | see your
| icense?” Babe gave himthe |icense and he wal ks back to
the police car. And | said, 'Babe, you ought to tell him
who you are.' You know, give him a business card. He
says, 'OCh, I'm not going to worry about that,' he says,
"surely you're not going to get a ticket for going 36 in a
30." The officer came back in a fewmnutes with the
ticket witten out and asked Babe to sign where he was
supposed to sign and post his license for bond. Babe was
al ways Babe. And | could tell he was doing a little bit of
a burn and | was trying not to |augh. And the officer
handed him the ticket, or a copy of the ticket, and told
Babe how nany days he had, et cetera, et cetera to show up
or handle it inthe mail. And he said, 'Say, do you m nd

if | ask you a question? Babe says, 'No, no, that's fine.

What's on your mnd?" He says, 'That |license plate you
have,' he says, 'it says 53, an official something on it.'
He says, 'Are you a private detective? Babe nuttered,

"private detective' and sonething about voting on Pension
Bills the next 40 mles. He could be a formdable
adversary if he thought you were wong, but he would never
be your eneny. He taught ne that, and it was the nobst
inportant lesson | think he ever taught ne. No matter how
much he mght disagree with your position, if he couldn't
go out with you afterwards and have a cup of coffee or
breakfast the next day, he would say the process isn't
worth it. One of the things that | think | wll nost

remenber about him is that he |oved people and he used

13
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things to help people. And every once in a while, and |
called him a rural renaissance man. And he'd al ways say,
"What the hell is a rural renaissance man?' But he used to
tal k about how things have changed. And he said, 'Il worry
about those of us in public life who all of a sudden tend
to love things and use people.” He was way ahead of his
time in nost respects. Let ne share with you a note that |
got from a nutual friend the other day. And it says,
'Rather than nmourn the absence of the flame, let wus
celebrate how brightly it burned.'" And how appropriate
because Babe's life burned as brightly as anybody |'ve ever
known or ever will know. And it was a life well-lived and
nmore than 35 years of service to people. Twenty years on a
school board. More than a decade on a fire protection
district, as a trustee. A community college board trustee.
He constantly gave to his community. And had you been at
his service, his commtnment service on Tuesday, when we
drove up the road, nobody passed the procession. Peopl e
going the opposite way pulled off the road and many of them
got out of their car and stood there. That's the respect
that this man had in his community. As Linda wote, 'There
are simply no words to describe our |oss for everybody.
You, Bill, have |ost the nentor, a colleague and nost of
all a very dear friend. And in this world that has becone
sonmewhat strange, somewhat insane, far too violent, very
often too <cold and inpersonal and sonetinmes a very lonely
world, a friend |li ke Babe Wodyard is precious.' Next to
nmy father, Babe Wodyard was the finest man | ever knew.
And if we could follow the |legacy that he left us in the 18
years of service in the General Assenbly, we would all be
better for it and this would be a far better place. Thank

you, M. Speaker."

14
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Speaker Brunsvold: "The Gentleman from Coles, M. Waver."
Weaver: "Thank you, M. Speaker and Ladies and Gentlenen of the

House. It's tough to follow Bill but the feelings that we
all have for Babe | think are because he was such a quiet,
unassum ng GCentleman. And | got first to know hi m because
| al nost ended up running against him He was runni ng down
in our neck of the woods during the remap and in 1982, |
had made ny mnd that | was going to run for the State
House and at that tine, they had the option of staying

where they were and Babe deci ded he was going to continue

running in our part of the district. So, | had a neeting
wth him and he said, '"Wll, ['ll do whatever you want,
di ddl ee do.' You know how he does. And | said, "Well, I'd
be crazy to run agai nst you, Babe.' And so | backed off

and supported Babe and he turned around and hel ped nme out
the next tine. But Bill is exactly right. Babe is
probably one of the nobst hunble, unassum ng peopl e you
woul d ever neet. As a matter of fact, that's probably why
he got along so well wth the Chinese. He's the only
person | know that could out-hunble the Chinese. He was
al ways self-effacing and I'd swear to God that he nust have
had an extra thousand of those cards printed up with
Chi nese on them because he | oved wat ching people trying to
read those things. He was a great trickster. If you
didn't have a trick played on you by Babe Wodyard, you
probably weren't watching cl ose enough and Bill used to say
that Babe is the kind of guy that would stand there and
roll a corn cob with his toes while he's figuring out 10
different ways to get around what you've just done. But
Babe had a |l ot of tricks. He had a | ot of toys, an office
full of them | got caught by that same sl ot machine. He

played it on everybody that wal ked in and I think you felt
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you had to play it even if you knew what it was going to
do, because just to see Babe's reaction to it. But he had
a basenent full of trains in anongst his stained glass
operation that he would do for therapy. He would go down
there when he couldn't sleep at 2: 00 or 3:00 in the norning
and play with his trains or play wwth his cut gl ass. And
every tinme | brought ny grandkids up, he'd want to show
themthe trains and he'd say, 'Wll, these are the trains
that | set up for ny grandkids.' And | said, 'Babe, tel
the truth. You know, they don't get to play with them hal f
as nmuch as you do.' He says, '"Well, | guess you're right.
| guess you're right.' But Babe was not only a great
friend to humans but he loved all animals and he was very
proud of even taking us out to show us the horses that he
had out back even though there was one that he called a
sucker. | don't know if you know what a sucker is, but
it'"s a horse that for sonme strange reason has developed a
habit of sucking on a fence post to get sone of the sap
out, | guess. He says, 'Wll, | had to show that bugger
not to do that any nore.' He m xed up a batch of nol asses
and cayenne pepper and sneared it on the post and finally
got that horse to quit sucking on the post. And one
evening, we had been in a neeting and he said, 'Wll, cone
on over to the house." And so we're going into the house

and he opens up the back of his van and starts unloading

about 10 cases of cat food. | said, 'Babe, | didn't know
you owned a cat.' And he said, 'l don't." | said, 'Wat
in the world you got ten cases of cat food for? 'Wll,

|"ve been over to Samis Club and | bought all this cat food
because the nei ghborhood cats seemto |like to cone around.'
And we go to the back door and there are five of them

waiting for him So, even though they weren't his cats, he
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took a great delight in feeding all the nei ghborhood cats.

And I'lIl never forget, we were walking into his back door
and | noticed there was a piece of obsidian, a |large piece
of what they used to call volcanic gl ass. And | said,

'Babe, do you know what that is?" He said, 'Hell no, I
don't know. It just |ooked pretty, | just put it there.’
| said, '"Well, that's froma volcano. It's called volcanic
gl ass.’ And so, 1'll be dammed if when ny birthday cane
around, he didn't give ne that rock. | don't know if it
was joke, or |I'm sure it was sincere, but he got a big
charge out of handing nme a rock wapped up for ny birthday.
| think what makes, and has nade Babe so great to all of us
that knew himand such a great friend, is he treated
everyone |like famly. He treated you the way he would
treat any of his famly. And it used to bother nme a bit
because when soneone was thinking about running for
political office, people would tell themalways to go see
Babe Wodyard. This is the guy who knows all there is to
know about politics and you need to go talk to him | t
didn't mat t er i f t hey wer e Republ i can, Denocr at,
| ndependent, Communi st or whatever, Babe would sit them
down and give them about an hour's worth of advice. And it
used to bother ne a little bit that ny opponents were going
up to talk to Babe to get advice on howto run. But after
a while, it occurred to ne, that's just the way Babe is.
It doesn't matter who you are, what you are, or where
you're from He's there to help. And so | think Babe
isn't really gone. There's a part of himin all of us if
we just maintain that kind of service and that kind of
friendship and that kind of dedication to the people of our
districts. Thank you."

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Gentleman fromWIIianmson, M. Wolard."
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Wbol ard: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | think that probably all of
us have a story to tell about Babe. You know, several

years ago | was elected to this Body and I was |ike all of
you and | probably had as much pride and belief in nyself
as anyone could possibly have. And | cane in and, you
know, Larry Wolard' s ny nane and |'mproud of it. And the
first tinme that the Speaker decided to call on ne, he said,
W'l recogni ze t he CGent | eman from WIIlianson,
Representative Wolyard.' And | said, '"Hold it, no, it's
Wholard." And it happened again and it happened again and
| was elected Chairman of the House Ag Cormittee and Babe
was the Chair of the Senate Ag Conmttee and we'd go and be
a part of panels across the state with various groups and
it was the 'Wodyard and Wolyard show . And | would

al ways correct themand say, 'No, ny nane is Wolard. I

don't have a 'y' in nmy nane.' Well, | found Babe to be the
ki nd of person that was always trying to help. | don't care
what it was. You know, vyou can talk about a great

Represent ati ve bei ng soneone, who does sonething for the
constituency that they represent, and that's right. But a
super Legislator is one, who does sonething for people that
he doesn't represent. Babe Wodyard fought just as hard
for things that were inportant to me in Southern Illinois
as he did for those people in Eastern |Illinois that he
represented. | can cite case after case that he stood with
ne. Two weeks ago tonight, there was several of us. The
Chair of the Senate Agriculture Committee and Mnority
spokesman, nyself and Representative Phel ps, and sone ot her
peopl e that were discussing an issue that was inportant to
us. Babe Wodyard, and I'mnot sure that many of you saw
him in the last few days, but he had an inpairnent that he

couldn't talk. But at that neeting he had so much to say
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that he domnated the <conversation entirely because he
wanted us to have all of the expertise that he had on this
particul ar 1ssue. And he laid it on the line pretty
heavily to each and every one of us there. As we left that
nmeeting that night, you know | probably don't renenber ever
bei ng as conpassionately told good-bye as | was by Babe.
And | think he had a prenonition of sonething to cone. He
had told us about the fact that he told the doctor who was
the only one in the state that he could find to operate on
him 'The only way I'"'mcomng is if you put me in on Sunday
with a big screen TVso | can watch the Super Bow and
we'll do it on Monday.' And that's the way he did it. You
know, | hope that Larry Wolard is m staken to be a Babe
Whodyard in the future. And the next tinme soneone says
Representative 'Wolyard fromWIIlianmson County, 1'Ill be
proud to respond.”

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Gentleman from McHenry, M. Skinner."

Skinner: "We've heard three instances of how Babe has brought
people together. And one of the things that is not in the
Resol ution which follows on that theme is the Visitation
Interference Bill that he sponsored in the Senate and got

passed. He wanted the non-custodial parents to stay in

touch with their Kkids. And for that reason passed the
Bill. | would also like to add that he really did treat
everybody Ilike famly. Wen | was running for State
Comptroller, | got to stay in his bedroom | nmean it was

really a shoestring canpaign and you know | saved $30 bucks
by staying in Babe and Mary's house. And, I will so
certainly remenber themfondly for that, forever."

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Gentleman from Madi son, M. Stephens.™

St ephens: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Every one of us who knew Babe

Wodyard, has a special nenory that the word earlier was
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used, | guess, that best describes himis, precious. Babe
just had a way about him How many tinmes have we heard him
say, 'Ch ny,' in the special way that he did. He was a
menber of a group of Legislators and business folks
from..that are actually fromny part of the state and Babe
becane a charter nmenber in what is still referred to as the
Alton d ub. W would nmanage to take two or three days
every Summer to go to Mssouri and float the Current River
the way that any Gentlenman would, and that's in an inner
tube. Babe | ooked special in his inner tube. He had the
whitest legs of anybody |I've ever seen. Those |egs just
didn't see the sunlight, and he nade sure they didn't.
Sonetinmes he would just wear a pair of blue jeans as we're
floating down the Current River in our swinmng apparel.
| f he managed to put on a pair of swi nmng trunks, he would
cover his legs wth a towl, and we used to nake a great
deal of fun of himand of which he took in kind. He was
the fisherman of the group. The Alton Club was a chance to
float the Current River. We have a little fishing | ake
that we go to and Babe was by far the fishernman of the
group and often even caught enough for us to have sonething
to eat wth dinner that night. But the highlight of the
day in our visits to the Alton Cub every Summer was the
evening dinner. W would always fix it ourselves and we'd
cook steaks over a grill or sone other hearty neal woul d be
prepared by wus, for us. And Babe was always really
anticipating these dinners. He liked to cook and then he'd
help clean up afterwards and then sitting around the table
with 20 or 30 good friends, Babe would get up and go to the
corner of the roomand bring out a bag and then he'd bring
out the gifts from the bags. And these gifts were

carefully chosen, individualized for each and every one of
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Speaker

Cerk

us. | renmenber himgiving a former Menber by the nane of
Bob Walters a briefcase that he nmade out of a pair of nen's
underwear. You just had to see it to believe it. It was a
horn that he gave that sanme individual the follow ng year,
a horn that, kind of hard to describe, but it did play a
tune and you had to Dblowit just right and sure enough
Walters blows into it and winds up wth a face full of
flour and Babe's just beside hinself with | aughter and al

of us wondering whet her we should open our gift which was
al ways carefully wapped in newspaper. Just a speci al
menmory of ours. | wll...l don't believe any of us wll be

able to go back to the Alton Cub with the sane feelings

that we had before. |, for one, think that nmaybe it's a
tinme that we don't convene that group anynore. The best
advice | ever received on this Floor was from ny Senator,

whom | eventually replaced here and as he left nme in ny

first few days here he said, 'Wen you |l ook up at the board

and you don't know what to do, just vote with Babe.' It's
the best advice | ever got and, Babe, | hope | could, in
just sonme small way live up to that standard. God bl ess
you. "

Brunsvol d: "M . Black now asks that all Menbers be added

as Cosponsors and noves for the adoption of Senate Joint
Resolution #10. Al in favor 'aye', opposed sane sign.
The 'ayes' have it and the Resolution has been adopted.™
Representative 'Currie' now noves that we stand adjourned
until February 18, at 12:30 p.m Al in favor 'aye',
opposed sane sign. And the House does stand adjourned. W
will allow perfunctory tinme for the Cerk for introduction
of Bills.™

Rossi: "Introduction - First Reading of House Bills. House

Bill 564, offered by Representative Stroger. A Bill for an
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Act to amend the Townshi p Code. House Bill 565, offered by
Representative Hol brook. A Bill for an Act to anend the
Counties Code. House Bill 566, offered by Representative
Gles. ABill for an Act to anmend the El ection Code. House
Bill 567, offered by Representative Krause. A Bill for an
Act to amend the Illinois Clean Indoor Air Act. House Bil
568, offered by Representative Burke. A Bill for an Act to
amend the Code of CGCvil Procedure Act. House Bill 569,
of fered by Representative Burke. A Bill for an Act to
amend the Regi onal Transportation Authority Act. House Bill
570, offered by Representative Burke. A Bill for an Act to
anmend the Illinois Cean Indoor Act. House Bill 571
of fered by Representative Dart. A Bill for an Act in
relation to truth in taxation, anending named Acts. House
Bill 572, offered by Representative Currie. A Bill for an
Act anending the Property Tax Code. House Bill 573,
of fered by Representative Hannig. A Bill for an Act to
anend the Departnent of Veterans Affairs Act. House Bil
574, offered by Representative Hannig. A Bill for an Act
relating to school district boundaries, anending naned

Acts. House Bill 575, offered by Representative Capparelli.

A Bill for an Act to anend the Illinois Pension Code. House
Bill 576, offered by Representative Capparelli. A Bill for
an Act to anmend the Illinois Pension Code. House Bill 577,
offered by Representative Saviano. A Bill for an Act to
anend the State Police Act. House Bill 578, offered by
Representative MAuliffe. A Bill for an Act to anend the
I[I'linois Public Labor Relations Act. House Bill 579,
of fered by Representative Capparelli. ABill for an Act

concerning insurance coverage for certain dental expenses,
amendi ng naned Acts. House Bill 580, of fered by

Representative Clayton. A Bill for an Act Illinois Pension
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Code. House Bill 581, offered by Representative Leitch. A
Bill for an Act concerning occupation and use taxes. House

Bill 582, offered by Representative Pankau. A Bill for an

Act to anmend the Regional Transportation Authority Act.

House Bill 583, offered by Representative Pankau. A Bil

for an Act to anend the Counties Code. House Bill 584,
offered by Representative Pankau. A Bill for an Act
concerning the standardi zation of tinme. House Bill 585,

offered by Representative Kubik. A Bill for an Act to

amend the Illinois I ncome Tax Act. House Bill 586, offered
by Representative MAuliffe. ABill for an Act Illinois
Banking Act. House Bill 587, offered by Representative
Kot | ar z. A Bill for an Act to anend the Freedom of
I nformation Act. House Bill 588, offered by Representative
Scot t. A Bill for an Act concerning unenploynent
i nsurance, anending a nanmed Act. House Bill 589, offered by
Representative Saviano. A Bill for an Act to anmend the
I1linois Pensi on Code. House Bill 590, offered by
Representative Zickus. A Bill for an Act to anmend the
I1linois Pensi on Code. House Bill 591, offered by
Representative John Turner. A Bill for an Act amendi ng

the Code of Crimnal Procedure. House Bill 592, offered by
Representative John Turner. A Bill for an Act to anend the

Crimnal Code. House Bill 593, offered by Representative

Hoeft . A Bill for an Act amend the Pension Code. House
Bill 594, offered by Representative Hoeft. A Bill for an
Act to amend the Illinois Police Training Act. House Bil

595, offered by Representative Art Turner. A Bill for an

Act to anmend the School Code. House Bill 596, offered by

Representative Zickus. A Bill for an Act to anmend the Tol
H ghway Act. House Bill 597, offered by Representative
Savi ano. A Bill for an Act to anmend the Consuner
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Install mrent Loan Act. House Bill 598, of fered by
Representative Mnique Davis. ABill for an Act to anend

t he Consuner Fraud and Deceptive Business Practices Act.
House Bill 599, offered by Representative Hartke. A Bil
for an Act anending the School code. House Bill 599,

offered by Representative Andrea Moore. A Bill for an Act

concerning occupation and use taxes. House Bill 600,
of fered by Representative Hartke. A Bill for an Act to
anmend t he School Code. House Bill 601, offered by
Representative Art Turner. A Bill for an Act in relation
to taxation of auto |eases. House Bill 602, offered by
Representative Wolard. A Bill for an Act to anmend the
I1linois Fertilizer Act. House Bill 603, offered by
Representati ve Schoenberg. A Bill for an Act to create the

Managed Care Patient R ghts Act. House Bill 604, offered by

Representative Bl ack. A Bill for an Act concer ni ng
comuni ty f ood gardens. House Bill 605, offered by
Representative Brunsvold. A Bill for an Act in relation to
t axes, anendi ng named Acts. House Bill 606, offered by
Representative Brunsvol d. A Bill for an Act to anend the
Ri verboat Ganbling Act. House Bill 607, of fered by
Representative Brunsvol d. A Bill for an Act to anend the
Ri verboat Ganbling Act. House Bill 608, of fered by
Representative Kenner. A Bill for an Act to anmend the
IIlinois Vehicle Code. House Bill 609, of fered by
Representative Kenner. A Bill for an Act to anmend the

Per sonnel Code. House Bill 610, offered by Representative
Kenner. A Bill for an Act to anend the Illinois Public Ald
Code. House Bill 611, offered by Representative Kenner. A
Bill for an Act to anend the Illinois Public A d Code.
House Bill 612, offered by Representative Kenner. A Bil

for an Act inrelation to enploynent training, anending
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named Acts. House Bill 613, offered by Representative
Cross. A Bill for an Act to anend the Business Corporation

Cerk

Act. House Bill 614, offered by Representative Lang. A
Bill for an Act to anmend the Illinois Public A d Code.
House Bill 615, offered by Representative Flowers. A Bil

for an Act to anend the Juvenile Court Act. House Bill 616,

offered by Representative Flowers. A Bill for an Act to
amend the Adoption Act. House Bill 617, offered by
Representati ve Cr oss. A Bill for an Act concerning
w rel ess emergency communi cations. House Bill 618, offered
by Representative Cross. A Bill for an Act to anend the
Unified Code of Corrections. House Bill 619, offered by
Representative Currie. A Bill for an Act to anend the

Department of Human Ri ghts Act. House Bill 620, offered by

Representati ve Erwi n. A Bill for an Act concerning
benefits for certain health treatnents. House Bill 621,
offered by Representative Flowers. A Bill for an Act
concerning mnority and female franchise i nvest nents,
amendi ng named Acts. House Bill 622, offered by
Representative Flowers. A Bill for an Act to anmend the
Juvenile Court Act. First Reading of these House Bills.
Introduction - First Reading of Resol uti ons. House

Resolution 20, offered by Representative Lou Jones. House
Resol ution 21 and 22, offered by Representative Schoenberg.
They're assigned to the Rules Conmttee."

Rossi: "There being no further business, t he House
Perfunctory Session stands adjourned. The House wll
reconvene in Perfunctory Session on February 10 at 12: 00

noon.
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